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1. This report concerns an application to remove the affordable housing 

requirements relating to a small housing development in Thetford.   
 
2. This matter was considered by Committee on 27th October and 24th November 

2014, but was deferred initially for further information and subsequently for further 
negotiations in relation to a possible financial contribution.  Copies of the previous 
Committee reports are attached for information. 

 
3. Under the terms of the current section 106 agreement, two of the seven approved 

dwellings are required to be affordable.  However, the economic viability 
appraisal submitted by the applicant indicates that the provision of these two 
affordable units would render the development as a whole unviable.  
Notwithstanding this position, following further discussions with the applicant, a 
commuted sum contribution of £5,000 has been offered towards off-site 
affordable housing.    

 
4. In addition, since this matter was last considered by Members, changes have 

been made to national policy relating to planning obligations which mean that 
affordable housing and other tariff style contributions should no longer be sought 
for developments of 10 dwellings or less and which have a maximum gross 
floorspace of no more than 1,000m2.  The development under consideration here 
falls below these thresholds. 

 
5. In the light of these factors, it is considered that the removal of the affordable 

housing obligation is justified in order to secure the delivery of housing and to 
support small scale development.   

 
6. RECOMMENDATION: That the current section 106 agreement be varied to omit 

the requirement for affordable housing and to require the payment of an 
affordable contribution of £5,000.   

 

 
 


